HAPPINESS   BY   THE   UNIT
spending to Jesu worship It answered to no need in their temperaments Such a contented old bachelor as Jeremy Bentham had probably never felt an acute need of flying to anyone's bosom, and as for James Mill, we have the word of his son, that " for passionate emotions of all sorts, and everything that has been said or written in exaltation of them, he professed the greatest contempt He regarded them as a form of madness " Neither conviction of sin nor the peace that passeth all understanding could possibly find an entrance into the experience of such men They were what William James would have described as once-born Happiness, as they conceived of it, was a very plain-sailing affair
It is not, therefore, greatly to be wondered at that the calculus of happiness should have tended to develop, in practice, into a calculus of egotism In spite of an enormous amount of verbiage about such things as eulogistic, dyslogistic and neutral qualities, the followers of Bentham had hardly the faintest notion of any science of psychology, beyond what analytical cobwebs could be spun out of their own brains But if Experience finds the front door closed against her, she will usually contrive to enter unper-ceived by the back The class from which the utilitarians had sprung consisted mainly of individuals engaged in a merciless economic struggle of all against all It was not, therefore, altogether to be wondered at that they should have tended to simplify their study of social problems by proceeding upon the assumption that men, in the mass, were so many jarring atoms of selfishness That assumption was never nearer the truth than among the English tmddle class at the opening of the Victorian era
It was upon sufifr a basis that a number of theorists built up the system of political economy which was knoum as classical and held sway during the period of middle-ekss rule Its tendency was to accept the
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